Saline County Library
Board of Trustees
Agenda
Date: 7/6/23 | Time: 3:30 p.m.
1800 Smithers, Benton, AR

1. Call to Order

2. Announcements/Public Comment - Speakers must complete the Request to Speak Before the
Board form and have it turned in to the Library Director or any Board Member by noon of the day
of the board meeting.

3. Discussion Items
a. None

4. Unfinished Business
a. Recommendations for Board Member to Fill Out Term Ending June 2027
5. New Business
a. None
Adjourn
Next regular board meeting July 17, 2023






Is there something you would like to see changed about the Saline County
Library? Please explain.

A balanced Board and improved community representation.

What constitutes an “excellent public library” in your mind?
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Institute policies that safequard our children

Accountability to the residents of Saline County

Fiscally responsible
Community driven leadership
Earn the trust of the community



Questions for Potential Board Members

Name: Eric Wiebelhaus-Brahm

Contact Information: |

Are you a registered voter in Saline County? (This is a legal requirement.)

Yes

What do you know about being a public library trustee?

I have reviewed the bylaws. Being a public library trustee requires attending meetings every other
month for a five year term. More generally, this role requires a commmitment to public service and to
the First Amendment to the US Constitution.

How often do you use the Saline County Library?

Including the library's digital content, I use the Saline County Library almost every day.

What special skills do you have that might benefit the board or library?

[am a“. I work with data on a daily basis; information is central to my
work. My research specialty is on human rights and how societies deal with histories of violence and repression. All
academic research involves synthesizing and identifying gaps in a body of research and presenting it in fresh ways
that captures attention, ideally among academic, activist, and policy audiences. It also requires exceptional
analytical and problem-solving skills to identify compelling research questions and devising plans to answer them.
Would you be willing to ask others for a donation for the library or to participate in
library fundraisers?

Yes, increasingly at_ I engage with alumni and community stakeholders, which involves
forging internship relationships and growing scholarship endowments.

Is there something you would like to see changed about the Saline County
Library? Please explain.

I am very happy with the library. Perhaps it needs to do more to show its value and the importance of
access to diverse voices to the broader community beyond the active partisans on censorship issues.



What other community services/ organizations are you currently involved in?
At_ I coordinate training programs for our Safe Zone Committee, which seeks to create a

welcoming environment for LGBTQ+ students, faculty, and staff. I also serve on my college's DEI
committee. In addition, I work with activists who are seeking to prompt an official reckoning with
histories of racial violence in Arkansas and Maryland. From 2015-2020, I served on the board of the
Arkansas Coalition for Peace and Justice. I give talks to Rotary, Arkansas WAND, etc on public affairs.

What constitutes an “excellent public library” in your mind?

At its heart, I think an "excellent public library" is central to community. Libraries provide
information/materials that meet the diverse needs and reflect the diversity of the community. Excellent
public libraries are about more than accessing information, however. They help community members

find the resources they need and, through public programming, aid us in community building by
developing new friendships/partnerships.












Questions for Potential Board Members

Name: _Roth o  Poone.

)

Are you a registered voter in Saline County? (This is a legal requirement.)
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What do you know about being a public library trustee?
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Would you be willing to ask others for a donation for the library or to participate in
library fundraisers?
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Is there something you would like to see changed about the Saline County
Library? Please explain.
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What other community services/ organizations are you currently involved in?
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June 22, 2023 8y, 223

Dear Judge Brumiey.

I have enclosed my application for Saline County Library Board. Your consideration in
this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Respectfully,

Lydia Cheatham






What other community services/ organlzatlons are you currently involved in?
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What other community services/ organizations are you currently Involved In?
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Questions for Potential Board Members

Name: __Robin Campbell
Contact Information: |

Are you a registered voter in Saline County? (This is a legal requirement.)
Yes
What do you know about being a public library trustee?

| believe a trustee is a volunteer advocate for the powerful role the library
plays in our community. They help by shaping the library’s mission,
developing written policies, hiring and evaluating the director, setting
goals for long-range planning, and maintaining relationships with County
Government.

How often do you use the Saline County Library?

| definitely plan to use the library more with the new location in East End. As it is, |
have visited both branches, browsed the collections, saved money by borrowing
video/board games, used a computer when in Benton, and utilized the pickup and
return at Ace Hardware in East End. I'd love to use the Makerspaces, but | haven’t
worked out a time to do that on Saturdays. I’'m really looking forward to having
access to new crafting books and maker programming closer to home.

What special skills do you have that might benefit the board or library?

I’m responsible and interested in working with others to help library staff members
serve the people of Saline County, which is why | joined the Saline County Library
Alliance. | try focusing on others’ intentions and understanding their viewpoints
and goals. | value the library’s mission, the services they provide, and being a
good steward of library and community funds.

Would you be willing to ask others for a donation for the library or to participate in
library fundraisers?

Yes



Is there something you would like to see changed about the Saline County
Library? Please explain.

| would like to see the Saline County Library continue growing and
improving. It’s a great system with a bright future! Benton and Bryant are
lucky — and expanding from the Mobile Library/remote services into East
End is wonderful for us here in this community too. This is a big county.
Are there areas that historically haven’t been served?

What other community services/ organizations are you currently involved
in?

Saline County Library Alliance
What constitutes an “excellent public library” in your mind?

An “excellent public library” is exciting! It offers a lot — including items
people of all ages are interested in using and borrowing. It promotes life-
long learning and hosts programs for all stages of life. It also provides
services the community needs, early literacy initiatives, and innovative
support, especially for underserved community members.



Questions for Potential Board Members

Name: __ Sam Gibson

Contact Information: [

Are you a registered voter in Saline County? (This is a legal requirement.)
Yes, registered address is our home

What do you know about being a public library trustee?

As an attorney, | am familiar with the operation of boards of non-profit and
Jocal government organizations. | have not previously served on a public Tibrary
board.

How often do you use the Saline County Library?

My most recent use of a public library has been spending time with my youngest
grandchild selecting books and videos for him ai_a couple of the Little Rock Public
Library branches.

What special skills do you have that might benefit the board or library?

| have practiced law in Benton since 1972, and held elected public office (Municipal

Judge and Benton City Attorney) for over twenty years. | retired from the US Army Reserve

as a Brigadier General, having held three command positions over the last twelve

i ' i (1991)

and Bosnia for Operation Joint Guard (1997-98). | have served on a number of boards
IZatl V .

Would you be willing to ask others for a donation for the library or to participate in
library fundraisers?

Yes

Is there something you would like to see changed about the Saline County
Library? Please explain.

ine County Libra inue its excellent
service. That said, if | should as a board member see any opportunity for improvement,
| would certainly advocate for such change.




What other community services/ organizations are you currently involved in?

I am currently Chair of the Board of the Methodist Foundation for Arkansas and |

am a member of the Board of Habitat for Humanity of Saline County.

What constitutes an “excelle
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ossible variety of books for

nt public library” in your mind?
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ons. It should be a source for free access to the widest
all patrons and should conduct programs that enhance

public literacy for all ages and groups within the community. It should be a foundational
institution of learning and enlightenment of its community and should always seek to

IMprove 1ts Service to 1S patrons.
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Questions for Potential Board Members
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Would you be willing to ask others for a donation for the library or to participate in
library fundraisers?

Yes

Is there something you would like to see changed about the Saline County
Library? Please explain.
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Questions for Potential Board Members
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Trasices A, 1/ p~ve %O;ﬂt( | Splr 195 grometinc Ao e e
7 7 7 7

ra

ﬂn /57 cies ét{T ele o7 et y 4 //(z WS S are imyohiat iy 78 o/év/

To c;é;- LYo v ¢ oo /)/mr/v,a
How often do you use the Saline County Library?

Ccéss 1oy /{y

What special skills do you have that might benefit the board or library?
Rz tefirésd @ 7TE ZEYeure erpariexce i ile ypjale Secky

_— A . — P _ - .
/’//:n &/ / L7 /‘v/f{r// wfc/j LTIt ,  Frepy vy o /“""‘5741"

Twe e d'/)(?‘tl‘ -—7 slired
.ol

Would you be willing to ask others for a donation for the library or to participate in
library fundraisers?

Ve
Vd

Is there something you would like to see changed about the Saline County
Library? Please explain.
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What other community services/ organizations are you currently involved in?

J[Mé

What constitutes an “excellent public library” in your mind?
i /Mﬂ /’f[/\f(’(./‘(l’é"/ Jo KC//W/” &!/%%L%’,_&&M_/z7
ddfys < a//,ma/o A e o A cf At Ty If//w,q for

/ﬂ/WcT’ﬂ? {- %’ ////k’fﬂ»; = r/l/clfliT)’» ‘#Z/%y?‘/ f,lp)—{ 7{0 /’é"if'g_
gék’{(//{’m t/Z/’ p////(e') %ﬁ &?f/"é’ Gy ey Crere /pyﬂ]’é,[ 7o ,(,,ﬂ?‘?‘ /7//4'




	1 - Agenda 7.6.23
	Saline County Library
	Board of Trustees
	Agenda
	Date:  7/6/23  | Time:  3:30 p.m.
	1800 Smithers, Benton, AR


	2 - Board Applicants_Redacted



