
Saline County Library  
Board of Trustees 

Agenda for Special Meeting 
Date:  8/7/23  | Time:  3:30 p.m. 

1800 Smithers, Benton, AR 

 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Announcements/Public Comment - Speakers must complete the Request to Speak Before the 
Board form and have it turned in to the Library Director or any Board Member by noon of the day 
of the board meeting. 

3. Unfinished Business 

a. Selection of Law Firm 

b. Selection of Accounting Firm 

4. New Business 

a. None 

 

Adjourn 

 

Next regular board meeting September 18, 2023 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 19, 2023 

 

VIA OVERNIGHT MAIL 

 

Ms. Patty Hector 

Saline Library 

Library Director 

1800 Smithers Drive 

Benton, AR 72015 

 

 Re: Request for Qualifications for Legal Services 

 

Dear Ms. Hector: 

 

 It is our privilege to submit a response to the Saline County Public Library’s (“Saline 

Library”) Request for Qualifications for Legal Services.  Please feel free to contact us with any 

questions or comments. 

 

 Responses to RFQ Requests and Requirements 

 

1. Name, address, telephone number and web address of the firm. 

 

Bequette, Billingsley & Kees, P.A. 

425 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 3200 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3469 

(501) 374-1107 

https://www.bbpalaw.com/  

 

 Bequette, Billingsley & Kees, P.A., is a law firm based in Little Rock, Arkansas, which 

represents school districts and other public entity clients and private clients throughout the State 

of Arkansas and, in some cases, in other states across the United States.  

 

2. Name, telephone number and email address of the primary contact person. 

 

 Jay Bequette 

 Work: (501) 374-1107 
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 Cell: (501) 590-4500 

 Email: jbequette@bbpalaw.com  

 

 The firm has been in existence since 1980.  Jay Bequette joined the firm in 1989, Keith 

Billingsley became a member of the firm in 1996, Cody Kees was hired in 2016 and became a 

member of the firm in 2018, Jacqueline Harrison joined the firm in 2021, and Phillip Brick was 

hired in 2023.  The firm has three legal assistants. 

 

3. Name, address and contact information for each associated firm if any. 

 

 Not applicable. 

 

4. Resumes of key personnel from each firm who would be assigned to this project. 

Clearly identify who will be your team leader, and what role of each participating individual will 

be relative to the project. 

 

 Accompanying this letter are the resumes of Jay Bequette, Keith Billingsley and Cody 

Kees, the key personnel who will work on any project or matter for the Saline Library.  Jay 

Bequette will serve as the team leader and primary contact.  Our firm works collaboratively and 

efficiently to provide the highest level of legal service at the most reasonable cost. The roles for 

each attorney on a project (if the matter requires multiple attorneys) will be determined by the 

nature and scope of the work required by the matter. All of the firm’s attorneys have extensive 

experience in the legal issues frequently faced by public entities. 

 

The firm has five lawyers, three of whom are partners and two attorneys who are of counsel, 

and three legal assistants.  We currently represent a number of large school districts, so the firm 

does not anticipate any issues in connection with the volume of the work for the Saline Library.  

The firm has sufficient staff and resources to provide the highest quality of legal services to the 

Saline Library. 

 

5. Provide your specific experience with providing review and recommendations to 

governmental agencies or boards, as well as, expertise associated with Constitutional Law, 

including the First Amendment.   

 

The firm has represented public school districts in Arkansas since 1991.  The firm has 

served as outside general counsel to the Arkansas School Boards Association (“ASBA”) since 

2012 and previously was outside general counsel to the Arkansas Association of Educational 

Administrators (“AAEA”).  The firm has represented nearly 200 school districts and twelve 

educational cooperatives in Arkansas, appearing at more than 300 school board hearings, in 

addition to representing the districts and their boards in hundreds of litigation matters in courts and 

other tribunals. 
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Due to our representation of numerous school districts in Arkansas, we have significant 

experience in advising public entities, including their board members and administrative staff, on 

their responsibilities and obligations under the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act’s public 

records and open meetings requirement.  Moreover, our representation of school districts has 

involved the defense of numerous constitutional claims in state and federal courts, many if not 

most of which have arisen under the First Amendment.  In addition, our practice necessarily 

involves frequent professional development and training engagements for school board members 

and school district educators, much of which necessarily involves advising our clients on their 

obligations under the First Amendment, both in the context of employment-related First 

Amendment issues and matters arising from First Amendment free speech claims made by patrons 

and other third parties. Also, we are the editors of the School Law and School Law Review columns 

for the quarterly publications of the ASBA and AAEA, the content of which frequently involves 

analysis and review of significant First Amendment cases and issues.  

 

The firm understands that it is in the service business, which means that we are fully 

dedicated to serving the needs of our clients. The firm’s singular goal is to provide the highest 

quality legal representation at the most reasonable and cost-effective cost.  The firm’s partners 

have more than 30 years of experience in representing clients in diverse litigation and transactional 

matters, and are rated “AV” for their professional ability and ethical standards by Martindale-

Hubbell, the gold standard in attorney ratings. 

 

The firm is available to its school district clients at any time to provide assistance, including 

weekends and evenings, since matters which require consultation in this area of practice can 

literally occur at any time. 

 

Should you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.   

 

     Sincerely, 

 

      Jay Bequette 
 

      Jay Bequette 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 



   

 

   

 

GEORGE J. (JAY) BEQUETTE, JR. 

Phone: 501-374-1107    Facsimile: 501-374-5092    Email: jbequette@bbpalaw.com 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

Jay Bequette is admitted to numerous areas of practice before multiple state and federal 

courts throughout the United States. Since he began practicing law in 1987, Jay has tried over 60 

jury trials to verdict in federal and state courts throughout the country. He has tried hundreds of 

bench trials to verdict and successfully negotiated millions of dollars in settlements. 

• Arguing over 20 appeals in federal appeals courts, state supreme court, and court of appeals 

• Has represented parties in numerous arbitrations and mediations before various tribunals 

• Filing briefs before the United States Supreme Court 

• Represented two defendants in the Whitewater investigation conducted by Judge Kenneth 

Starr during the Clinton presidency 

When out of the office, Jay enjoys golfing, weightlifting, and fly-fishing. He has been 

married to his wife Cindy since 1987 and has three sons: Jake, Sam, and Joe. 

AREAS OF PRACTICE 

• General civil litigation 

• Complex litigation 

• Employment law 

• Education law 

• Business litigation 

• Business transactions 

• Products liability 

• Professional liability 

• Class actions 

• Personal injury 

ADMITTED 

• 1987, Arkansas 

• 1989, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Arkansas 

• 1997, U.S. Supreme Court 
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• 1998, U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit 

EDUCATION 

• University of Arkansas (Fayetteville) – J.D. 1987 

• University of Arkansas (Fayetteville) – B.S.B.A.(Finance) 1983 

o All Student Judiciary 

o Razorback Football Team (1979-1983)  

MEMBER 

• Pulaski County Bar Association 

• Arkansas Bar Association 

• Chair, Member Benefits Committee, 2000-2007 

BIOGRAPHY 

• AV-Rated by Martindale-Hubbell® 

• Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Sixth Judicial District, Pulaski County, Arkansas, 1987-

1989 

• Life Member of University of Arkansas-Fayetteville Alumni Association 

• Member of Arkansas Razorback Letterman's Club (President 1993-1994) 

• Performs pro bono work for Center for Arkansas Legal Services 

• Conducted numerous seminars on many topics related to education and employment law 

Born: Lawrence, Kansas, June 7, 1961 

  



 

   

 

KEITH BILLINGSLEY 

Phone: 501-374-1107    Facsimile: 501-374-5092    Email: kbillingsley@bbpalaw.com 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

Since he began practicing law in 1986, Keith Billingsley has accrued significant experience 

in both federal and state courts, including the United States Supreme Court. 

• Litigated hundreds of jury and bench trials to verdict  

• Arbitrated millions of dollars worth of claims 

• Successfully negotiated millions of dollars in settlements 

When not in court, Keith enjoys golfing, hunting, fishing, and spending time with his 

family. He has been married to his wife Tracy since 1985, and they have two children: Kyle and 

Kara. 

AREAS OF PRACTICE 

• Civil litigation 

• Complex litigation 

• Commercial law 

• Business litigation 

• Personal injury 

• Employment litigation 

• Products liability 

• Class action litigation 

• Business transactions 

• Real estate law 

• Family law 

• Education law 

• Equine/gaming law 

ADMITTED 

• 1986, Arkansas and U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Arkansas 

• 1997, U.S. Supreme Court 

• 1998, U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit 
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EDUCATION 

• University of Arkansas, J.D.,1986 

• Hendrix College, B.A.,1983 

MEMBER 

• Pulaski County Bar Association 

• Arkansas Bar Association 

BIOGRAPHY 

• AV-Rated by Martindale-Hubbell® 

• Performs pro bono legal work for the Center for Arkansas Legal Services 

• Has participated in numerous legal seminars and events 

Born: Little Rock, Arkansas, April 24, 1962 

  



 

   

 

CODY KEES 

Phone: 501-374-1107    Facsimile: 501-374-5092    Email: ckees@bbpalaw.com 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

Cody Kees is a trial attorney at BBK with a focus on employment, business, municipality 

and personal injury litigation.  Cody began practicing law in 2012, and prior to joining BBK in 

2016, he spent four years with a Little Rock civil defense firm, primarily handling insurance 

defense litigation. 

At BBK, Cody regularly represents school districts, municipalities and small businesses in 

litigation and as general counsel, advising in the areas of contracts, labor disputes, shareholder 

disputes, wage and hour law, disability law, civil rights law and public board governance. 

Cody is active in the firm’s representation of school clients across the state, routinely 

handling administrative hearings ranging from employment matters to special education 

disputes.  As a special education lawyer, Cody has the distinction of being one of only a handful 

of lawyers in Arkansas practicing in this specialized area.   

Cody regularly litigates and provides legal training in Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, 

Title IX, Americans with Disabilities Act, Family Medical Leave Act, Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act, Freedom of Information Act, Fair Labor Standards Act and Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act.  Cody’s in-depth understanding of these laws allows him to provide pre-

litigation counsel and also a zealous defense of his clients if the matter proceeds to state or federal 

court. 

Cody regularly practices in state and federal court and to date has tried numerous jury trials 

to verdict.  Cody also handles state and federal appeals, and has appeared before the Eighth Circuit 

Court of Appeals for arguments on three occasions, prevailing for his client each time. 

Cody is regularly called upon to provide legal training to various education groups, and to 

date has provided legal training to every school board in the State.  Cody annually trains new 

superintendents and school board members, which gives him the unique perspective of 

understanding the needs of his clients. 

In addition to a robust public sector practice, Cody represents private clients in business 

and employment matters.   Cody has represented shareholders in disputes related to their 

businesses and private sector employees related to the termination of their duties. 

Cody has twice been appointed as a Special Justice to the Arkansas Supreme Court; in 

2011 by Governor Hutchinson (Ark. Dep't of Fin. & Admin. v. Lewis, 2021 Ark. 213) and again in 

2023 by Governor Sanders (Chatmon v. Payne, CV-22-599).  

When out of the office, Cody serves as the Mayor for the City of Cammack Village and is 

active with his family in their church, Fellowship Midtown. Cody has been married to Blake since 

2011 and they have three young children; Parker, Whit and Posey. 
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AREAS OF PRACTICE 

• General civil litigation 

• Employment law 

• Education law 

• School district litigation 

• Civil rights litigation  

• Business litigation 

• Shareholder Disputes 

• Personal injury 

ADMITTED 

• Arkansas and U.S. District Court, Eastern and Western Divisions of Arkansas 

• Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals 

• United States Supreme Court 

EDUCATION 

• University of Arkansas (Fayetteville) – J.D. 2012 

• University of Arkansas (Fayetteville) – B.S. (Public Administration and Accounting) 2009 

• White Hall High School—2005 

MEMBER 

• President, Kappa Sigma Fraternity Alumni Corporation, UA Chapter 

• Pulaski County Bar Association 

• Arkansas Bar Association 

• Hat Club of Little Rock 
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